
STATE OF CALIFORNIA - HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES AGENCY ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER, Governor 

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES 
744 P Street, Sacramento, California 95814 

 
 
August 1, 2006 
 

REASON FOR THIS TRANSMITTAL

[X] State Law Change 
[  ] Federal Law or Regulation 
 Change 
[  ] Court Order 
[  ] Clarification Requested by 
  One or More Counties 
[  ] Initiated by CDSS 

 
 
ALL COUNTY LETTER NO.  06 - 25 

 
 
TO ALL COUNTY WELFARE DIRECTORS 

 ALL CalWORKs PROGRAM SPECIALISTS 
 ALL CONSORTIUM PROJECT MANAGERS 
 
 

      SUBJECT:     IMMEDIATE IMPLEMENTATION OF HOMELESS ASSISTANCE (HA)   
 CHANGES IN THE CALIFORNIA WORK OPPORTUNITY AND 
 RESPONSIBILITY TO KIDS (CalWORKs) PROGRAM   

 
REFERENCE:  Welfare and Institutions Code (WIC) Section 11450, All County Letter    

    (ACL) 95-62, Assembly Bill (AB) 1808, Chapter 75, Statutes of 2006 
 
 
As a result of the enactment of AB 1808, the following changes to the Homeless 
Assistance program are now effective as of July 12, 2006, and must be implemented 
immediately:   
 

• The total maximum daily rate for temporary HA is increased from $40 per day 
to $65 per day for families of four or fewer and $15 per day for each additional 
family member up to a maximum of $125 daily. 

• Homelessness criteria is expanded to include families who receive a notice to 
pay rent or quit. 

• The rent threshold for Permanent Homeless Assistance is changed from 80 
percent of the maximum aid payment level to 80 percent of the total monthly 
household income (TMHI). 

• Permanent Homeless Assistance is available to pay up to two months of rent 
arrearages to prevent eviction.  Each month of the rent arrearage payment 
shall not exceed 80 percent of the TMHI.  

 
Except as noted above, all other HA provisions remain in effect. These new provisions 
increase the daily rate for temporary assistance, and expand the definition of 
homelessness to allow payments to families that receive a notice of pay or quit. The 
new provisions also result in two types of permanent HA payments, one that helps 
homeless families secure a permanent residence and a new type of permanent HA 
payment that would prevent eviction.  Receipt of either of these two permanent HA 
payments would constitute an AU’s once-in-a-lifetime payment.  
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Definitions: 
 
“Total Monthly Household Income” - For purposes of determining whose income should 
be included in TMHI, counties must count the income of all Assistance Unit (AU) 
members and of any other persons whose income is currently used in calculating an 
AU’s grant, including but not limited to sanctioned and penalized household members 
and persons who are excluded by law for their undocumented non-citizen or drug felon 
status.  
 
“Income” - Income to be counted towards the TMHI includes gross earned and unearned 
income, including the CalWORKs computed grant, but does not include Food Stamps, 
CalWORKs Special Needs or Supplemental Security Income (SSI) and State 
Supplementary Payment (SSP).  If an SSI/SSP recipient living in the home contributes 
toward the monthly rent, the family’s total monthly rent amount to which the 80% standard 
is applied would be reduced by the amount contributed from the SSI/SSP recipient. 
 
Eligibility for payment of arrearages – In order for an AU to be entitled to receive 
Permanent Homeless Arrearage payments, payment of the arrearages must be a 
reasonable condition of preventing eviction.  In addition, a family who applies for arrearage 
payments due to receipt of a notice to pay rent or quit, must demonstrate that the eviction 
is the result of a verified financial hardship that resulted from extraordinary circumstances 
beyond their control, and not due to other lease or rental violations.  The family must be 
experiencing a financial crisis that could result in homelessness if preventative assistance 
is not provided. 
 
INFORMING REQUIREMENTS - TEMP 2226 (07/06): 
 
Attached is an informing notice (Temp 2226 – “New Rules for Homeless Assistance for 
Persons Eligible for Cash Aid”) that provides information regarding the new HA rules.  
The California Department of Social Services (CDSS) will be mailing this informing 
notice statewide to CalWORKs recipients during the first two weeks of August 2006.  
Counties must immediately begin informing applicants of the new HA rules by providing 
them with a copy of the Temp 2226 during intake.  In addition, until the CDSS makes 
revisions to existing informing documents, counties must continue to inform recipients of 
the new HA rules during redetermination and at any time that they indicate the 
possibility of being evicted from their current residence.  Copies of the Temp 2226 or a 
written annotation should also be placed in the case record as proof that the the county 
informed the family of the changes in HA rules. 
 
A subsequent ACL will be issued to provide additional guidance to counties including 
the transmittal of revised Notice of Action and CalWORKs forms.  However, until a more 
detailed ACL is issued, please refer to the exact language of HA provisions in AB 1808 
for details (see attached).  
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If you have questions regarding this letter, please contact your CalWORKs County 
consultant. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Document Signed by 
CHARR LEE METSKER on 8/1/06 
 
CHARR LEE METSKER 
Deputy Director 
Welfare to Work Division 
 
Enclosures 
 
c: CWDA 
 CSAC 



STATE OF CALIFORNIA - HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES AGENCY

TEMP 2226 (7/06) ENG/SP

NEW RULES FOR HOMELESS ASSISTANCE 
FOR PERSONS ELIGIBLE FOR CASH AID

State law changed the rules for Homeless Assistance payments. Homeless Assistance is still only available once in a 
lifetime, unless you meet certain exceptions. As of July 12, 2006, the following new rules apply:

● If your family is homeless, the amount the county can give you has increased. A family of four or less people 
can get $65 per day for up to 16 days in a row to meet temporary shelter needs while you are looking for a 
permanent place to live. If there are more than four aided people, your family can get $15 more for each aided
person in the family up to $125 per day.

● If you get a notice to pay rent or quit from your landlord, you can now apply for homeless assistance and get help
to pay back rent that you owe. The county may be able to pay up to two months worth of back rent if you are 
eligible for this type of homeless assistance.

● If you are homeless and you find a place to live, the county can still help pay for the permanent housing and
deposits. The way the county figures the amount of permanent homeless assistance you may get has changed
to include other income that may be available to pay your housing costs.

To find out more about these changes ask your worker.

NUEVAS REGLAS SOBRE LA ASISTENCIA PARA PERSONAS SIN HOGAR 
QUE SON ELEGIBLES PARA ASISTENCIA MONETARIA

La ley estatal cambió las reglas sobre los pagos de Asistencia para Personas sin Hogar. La asistencia para personas sin
hogar sigue siendo disponible solamente una vez en la vida, a menos que usted reúna los requisitos para ciertas excepciones.
A partir del 12 de julio de 2006, las siguientes reglas nuevas son pertinentes:

● Si su familia no tiene hogar, la cantidad que el condado puede darle a usted ha aumentado. Si su familia tiene 
cuatro o menos personas, puede recibir $65 diarios hasta por 16 días seguidos para satisfacer las necesidades
de alojamiento temporal mientras usted esté buscando un lugar permanente donde vivir. Si hay más de cuatro 
personas que reciben asistencia, su familia puede recibir $15 más por cada persona en la familia que recibe 
asistencia hasta $125 diarios.

● Si usted recibe una notificación del dueño de la vivienda para pagar la renta o desalojar la vivienda, usted ahora
puede solicitar asistencia para personas sin hogar y recibir ayuda para pagar la renta atrasada que usted debe.
Es posible que el condado pueda pagar hasta dos meses de renta atrasada si usted es elegible para esta clase
de asistencia para personas sin hogar.

● Si usted es una persona sin hogar y usted encuentra un lugar donde vivir, el condado todavía le puede ayudar
a pagar la vivienda permanente y los depósitos. La manera en que el condado calcula la cantidad permanente
de asistencia para personas sin hogar que usted puede recibir ha cambiado para incluir otros ingresos que 
pudieran ser disponibles para pagar sus gastos de vivienda.

Para más información acerca de estos cambios, pregúntele a su trabajador.

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES

Chinese

Russian

Vietnamese

If you need help understanding this notice, contact your County worker.
















